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Vision: Citywide Business Portal
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DC Business Portal

business.dc.gov
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m BUSINESS CENTER START MAINTAIN START WIZARD LOOKUP

Get your DC business off the ground the right way. Use this site
for comprehensive government information about business
incorporation, business licensing, and everything in between.

Learn more
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START A BUSINESS MAINTAIN YOUR BUSINESS LOOKUP BUSINESS INFO
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Online portal serving as a one-stop resource
(using “responsive design”)




DC Business Portal
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DC Business Portal

Message from the Director
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Use our wizard to receive a personalized checklist of what is
i needed to get your business started in DC.

e—'
\ The wizard will take approximately 30 minutes and can be saved and restarted at any time.



DC Business Portal

Success Stories

Success Stories

See what these business owners needed to start and maintain their business in DC.

J. Singer D. Simpson A. Smith S. Azali

Caterers 3akery General Business Restaurant

2015 Report Filing Notice Regulatory Process of How to I am using Mac PC and | am
Thursday, February 26, 2015 Operate a Small Business in DC having some issues. Do you plan

Wednesday, March 18, 2015 | 4:00pm - to configure the website to work
5:30pm with Macs?

| have used one of the online
services and submitted my
request. What is the next step?




DC Business Portal

Success Stories

RESTAURANT

ing our 3rd restaurant in the Dis
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@ Customer Tips

“The process with the SBRC streamlined the permitting process within the
nformative sit down meeting w
were filled out, and the proce
as reassuring to tatus
s. The SBRC is an excellent point of contact and never wavered about posing inquiries
to the correct parties.”




DC Business Portal

FAQs

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQS)

Search for Answers, Browse our Atrticles, or Submit a Question to our community of experts.

Search

For more information you can email us at dcr

@dc.gov or call (202) 442-440

Start a Business intain Your Business Lookup a Business
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License (BBL)?

Home Occupation Permit Corporations Division



DC Business Portal
SBRC




DC Business Portal
SBRC

Welcome to the District of Columbia Small Business Resource Center

Want to start and/or grow your business? DCRA’s Small Business Resource Center

\ (SBRC) is your one-stop shop. We provide concierge-like service when applying for or Team I\/Iembers
3. Sign renewing your Basic Business License (BBL), corporate registration, applying for a
Events Certificate of Occupancy (C of O) or a Home Occupancy Permit (HOP). Jacqueline
4. Signup to be a SBRC Client To better serve you, DCRA’s SBRC has partnered with District and federal government Noisette
5. Useful Links & Partner agencies, non-profits, and small business service providers to offer one-on-one
Websites assistance to develop business plans
1. Venc 1. One-On-One Sessions Claudia
2. Registe 1. One-On-One Business Development Sessions Herrera
Name 2. Group Workshops
3. Corporate Registration 1. How to Open a Business from the Regulatory Process Joy Douglas
Foreign 2. DC Public Library Program
- ashington DC 3. Money Smart for Small Business Programn
Economic Partnership 4. Senior Day Program
DCEP 5. StartUp DC Program Tamika Wood
5. Washington Area 6. Sr r
Community Investment
Fund (WACIF

Commerce Foundation

a ~ Cranall L i o



usiness Portal

BUSINESS CENTER HOME START MAINTAIN LOOKUP

Let's begin on getting your business ready to open! Using this wizard, you will receive guidance to

s wizard is a dynamic questionnaire which will ask you questions based upon

need to successfully get started. Thi

your previous answers. You will be assigned a Wizard ID, so ple~5~ keep this nearby as it can be used to resume

your progress at a later time. “-/clvr wizard will stay in the system for 90 days

~Wizard A Name

5IVE

John's Restaurant

r

Enter Your Email Address (optional)

john.doe@gmail.com

Confirm Your Email Address

john.doe@gmail.com|




DC Business Portal
Wizard

Will you be doing any of the following activities?

Beauty & Health @

Charitable Services @

Employment Services

Entertainment & Recreq

Food & Beverage @

Funeral Services @

Gasoline, Solid Waste &

Home Improvement and Security

Laundry Services @

Motorized Vehicles, Parking and Towing @

Moving & Storage @




DC Business Portal

* * *
WE ARE

[x: BUSINESS CENTER START MAINTAIN LOOKUP

~a11ce vnl il colerted Bricinece Charactarictic * Ennd Saloe vini are b
Because you selected Business Characteristic : Food Sales, yOu a D

Are you going to sell pre-packaged foods/beverages?




DC Business Portal
Wizard

WE ARE § cContactus | Q
m Bscn:ng T WIZARD LOOKUP
Home rwiaa | John's Restaurant

o

Business Activities - Food & Beverage
Business Characteristics : Food Sales

Answer: NO

Are you going to bake ana sell baked gooas (I.e

Step 5
. Are you going to prepare food and/or beverages fo Answer: No
BUSINESSY  <3)c yia drive-thru, takeout or carmyout? Results

Answer: NO

Are you going to sell food products from a vending Answer: NoO

YoUTSETECtom O the "Restaurant DUSIESS aCtvIty(S) 15 TreqUenty associated With the ToNowWIng question:

Are you going to operate a valet parking business?

= Yes




DC Business Portal
Wizard

Business Name:John's Restaurant
DC

BHE IS CENIER Wizard ID: 26687675

http://www.business.dc.gov
Step 1: Business Activity

Food & Beverage
Selected Business Characteristics

Food & Beverage
Food Sales

Questions: Answers:

P4
(o]

Are you going to bake and sell baked goods (i.e., bread, cakes, cookies, etc.)?

P
o

Are you going to prepare food and/or beverages for sale via drive-thru, takeout or carryout?

Are you going to sell raw foods (i.e., uncooked meats, dairy, fruits, vegetables, etc.)?

Step 2: Physical Location

You must have a DC commercial location for this business

Step 3: Business Structure

What is the current status of the company? No Existing Company

Step 4: Tax and Revenue

Z|Z
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Does your business owe more than $100 to the DC Government?




DC Business Portal
Wizard Output: Personalized Checklist

Your personalized checklist is below. Please go through each item and ensure that you apply/complete each checklist item
to obtain your business license. Your personalized checklist is for informational purposes only. You will not need to check
off each item nor follow up with DCRA to start your business.

Complete Form FR-500

Complete Form FR-500 at the Office of Tax and Revenue or on their website (https://www.taxpayerservicecenter.com/fr500/). Not-For-Profit businesses must also
complete form FR-164. This paperwork must accompany your application for a Basic Business License (BBL) at DCRA.

ffice of Tax and Revenue (OTR) - Division of Office of Tax and Revenue
Tax & Revenue

1101 4th Street, SW, Suite 270 West Washington, DC 20024

(202) 727-4829 (o

4

http://otr.cfo.dc.gov/ Tax & Revenue




DC Business Portal
Wizard Output: Personalized Checklist

DC Checklist for Business: John's Restaurant

DC susiness center Wizard ID: 26687675

business.dc.gov
The following checklist items must be accomplished in the order they are listed.

Selected Business Activities
Food & Beverage

Food & Beverage
Food Sales
1. Create a Business Structure

Form a Business in the District

DCRA - Corporations Division - Division of Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs (DCRA)
1100 4th Street SW, Washington DC 20024

(202) 442-4400

Contact the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs’ (DCRA) Corporate Division to establish your new business structure.
DCRA is ready to help you form your new Corporation, LLC, Limited Liability Partnership, or other business type either in person or
online.

2. Register Your Business with the Office of Tax and Revenue (OTR)
Complete Form FR-500

Office of Tax and Revenue (OTR) - Division of Office of Tax and Revenue
1101 4th Street, SW, Suite 270 West Washington, DC 20024

2) 727-4829

Complete Form FR-500 at the Office of Tax and Revenue or on their website (https://www taxpayerservicecenter.com/fr500/). Not-
For-Profit businesses must also complete form FR-164. This paperwork must accompany your application for a Basic Business
License (BBL) at DCRA.

3. Verify Clean Hands with OTR

Ensure That Your Business Has "Clean Hands"

Office of Tax and Revenue (OTR) - Division of Office of Tax and Revenue
1101 4th Street, SW, Suite 270 West Washington, DC 20024

(202) 727-4829




DC Business Portal

Coming Soon in Future Releases



DC Business Portal
“My DC Business Center”

MY DC

BUSINESS CENTER

My Basic Business Licenses

My Basic Business Licenses 5 Active BBLs




DC Business Portal

“My DC Business Center”
[IMY DC

BUSINESS CENTER

My Saved Search Results
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DC Business Portal
-Write Intake Applications
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DC.gov ® test.corp.dcra.dc.gov

THE DISTRICT

OF COLUMBIA Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs

*“One City, One Government, One Voice”

Ask the Mayor | Subscribe to Emails | Agency Directory | 311 Online | Closures
311 Online i District Residents Businesses Visitors Media i Online Services

DC Home > DCRA Home > DCRA Online Services
Online License Application Submission and Issu
Zoning Compliance (Step 3 of 11)

Base Filing Information
Effective date mustbe cument date or up t sinadvance. Effective date may not be e date priorto curent date
Model Type Locale Qualifier Action
For-Proftt Corporation Dom For-Profit Initial Filing

of a building. structure or land in the ct of

full- or part-time Business Name Business Suffix

d for a busin
tain an Expedit
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trict of Columbia? (
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can continue and apply for your eHop online if you meet the conditions |
Share Value

Expedited Home Occupation Permit (eHOP) Application:

Add Stock

cupati
The Home Occupation is

allowed for a home
Registered Agentinfo

cta non-commerdal R by putting he name and ac ling a commercial agent from he drop dov

tial area of the District’s noise
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BBL Intake Corporate Intake



